
WAUPACA COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes – March 6th, 2018 

Waupaca County Courthouse 
 

Chair McClone called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and gave the open meeting statement. 
 
Roll Call:  Chair Joe McClone; Vice-Chair Gene Sorensen; Supervisors Lee Much, Dona Gabert and Fred 
Zaug.  County Staff present:  John Francis.  Others present:  Clint McCullough, Larry Shofner, Andrew 
Gottschalk, Greg Blonde (UW-Extension).    
 
Review and Approve Agenda:  Motion by Gabert, seconded by Sorensen to approve the agenda. Motion 
carried without a negative vote. 
 
Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Motion by Much, seconded by Zaug to approve the February 13th, 
2018 minutes. Motion carried without a negative vote. 
 
Public Comment/Correspondence:  McClone opened the meeting for public comment. Notes are below: 

 Clint McCullough:  Stated he was a new landowner on Snug Harbor and has been working on getting a 
dredging permit to clean out the small canal and the Snug Harbor bay.  Stated that the canal and bay 
have been filled in by people power loading boats at the Columbia Lake public boat launch.  He stated 
that he is working with the DNR on the permit but was waiting to pay for it until the project has been 
funded.  He was trying to raise an estimated $57,000 to fund the project which would take about 49 
hours of operating the equipment.  The spoils would be collected and drained in large bags on his 
property. 

 
There were no others that wanted to comment at that time so the session was closed by McClone.  
 
Hog/Sheep Barn Show Ring – Hog Show Ring Planning Group – Greg Blonde with UW-Extension along 
with Larry Shofner (Fair Veterinarian) presented to the Committee the various issues there are with the existing 
show ring on the building.  They talked about the lack of show space, the poor viewing conditions for 
spectators, the deteriorating bleachers, as well as the positive impact showing animals has on youth and the 
growing number of families involved with the two projects.  They then explained the proposed addition to the 
West end of the main barn and how it would address those issues with more space, bleachers, and a better 
layout.   
 
There was discussion on how much the proposed addition would cost and who would be responsible for what.  
Then there was talk about when the project could possibly happen.  McClone stated that if the Committee 
agreed to add the project to the capital plan, there was no guarantee that it would not be pushed further down 
the road if other projects had priority.   
 
Motion was made by Sorensen, seconded by Much to add $40,000 for the Show Ring Addition to the 5-year 
capital plan in 2019.  Motion passed without a negative vote. 
 
Grandstand Pavilion Update:  Francis reported that the building is mostly done, just waiting on lights for the 
kitchen and the final setup of the fire suppression monitoring system.  The building has been used by the Fire 
on Ice group and they really liked it.  He also stated that there have been several reservations set up to use the 
building already. 
 
Columbia Lake Landing Request:  Francis reported on what was happening with the dredging request as 
covered in the public comment section above.  He stated that he had been contacted by the DNR and they 
verified that there was no active permit for this project yet.  He was also told that there is very little chance that 
the DNR would approve a permit to dredge the bay for silt, there is a much better chance that they could get a 
permit to dredge the channel.  He stated that it was his opinion that the County should not get involved with 
either project.  The topic was added to the agenda to inform the Committee on what was happening out there. 
 



Capital Projects Update:  Francis reported on the various capital projects from last year that have been 
approved to carry over funds from by Finance Committee.  He also gave an update on what capital projects 
are on the list for this year – 2018. 
 
Keller Lake Stocking Update:  Francis reported that he contact the DNR about stocking trout in Keller Lake 
as requested.  He handed out their response.  They will not stock the lake anymore as there is a naturally 
reproducing population of trout in the stream that feeds the Keller pond.  They do not want to disrupt this 
population with stocked fish. 
 
Director Report 

  Department Activities:  Francis reported on the small parcel of land the County owns that was 
part of the Golding Park Proposal and suggested that if it came up, the land should be lumped in 
with the private parcel next to it.  This will be explored further in the near future as the landowner is 
trying to sell the parcel. 

 
Upcoming Meetings:  The next meeting was scheduled for 9:00 am Tuesday, April 10th, 2018 at the Waupaca 
County Courthouse.   
 
Adjourn:  Motion was made by Sorensen, seconded by Gabert to adjourn.  Motion carried without a negative 
vote. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:25 a.m. 
 
        Submitted by, 
 
 
 
        John D. Francis 
        Parks and Solid Waste Director 


